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‘ Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; 
or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit 
corrupt; for the tree is known by his fruit. 
A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit.” 

Under the “ title of PRoseRIPTION DELINEAT- 
rp,” is presented to the public a book, contain- 
ing 290 pages; in which the Anthor, the Rev. 
Daniel Parker, gives a plain statement of facts, 
attested by persons of unquestionable veracity, 
relative to the extraorfinary, unchristian, and 
tnfamously abusive treatment he received at 
the hands of the clergymen, composing the 
‘** North Association of Litchfield County, Con- 
necticut.” The reason assigned by Mr. Parker 
for his appeal to the public is conclusive. The 
association above-mentioned, of which he was 
a member, availing themselves of the pecu- 
liarity of his situation, convened themselves, 
and tried him on charges, which they knew to 
be false, and unsupported by evidence; and 
when from circumstances beyond his control, 
but not without their knowledge, they con- 
demned him, absent, undefended, and unheard. 
Mr. Parker, after remonstrating against this 
unheard-of outrage upon every principle of 
humanity, justice, and the established usages 
of civilized communities, and requesting to be 
heard in person in his own defence, and con- 
fronted with his accusers and calumniators, in 
which reasonable request he was seconded and 
supported by a number of worthy clergymen, 
and being denied all redress, and receiving 
insult added to the most unhallowed, and unde- 
served injuries, made his impassioned, but 
impressive appeal, to the candour of a discern- 
sng public. We have read Mr. Parker's state- 
ment, and conversed with a number of gentle- 
men in this city who have read it, and who 
expressed their unqualified detestation and 
abhorrence of the principles and conduct of 
his unprovoked and malicious persecutors. 
We believe the annals of every protestant 
country since the reign of the infuriated, and 
blood-thirsty Mary of infamous memory, can- 
not furnish a parallel. When we see an as- 
sociation of clergymen, who, either from 
their advanced age, their assumed sanctity of 
character, and boasted purity of life and in- 
tention, and from whom the most extensive 
charity of construction, moderation in action, 
and benevolence of conduct, should be their 
undeviating and distinguishing characteristics; 
when we see these patterns and examples of 
all that is good and pious, setting aside. or 
divesting themselves of every good quality 
which marks the boundaries between civiliza- 
tion and savageism, and prostituting themselves 
to purposes which would disgrace the followers 
of Mahomet, and the worshippers of stocks 
and stones,—we may well exclaim in the lan- 
guage of the prophet, ‘‘ The best of them is a 
briar, the most upright is sharper than a thorn 
hedge.’’ And are, to use the words of the 
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meek and lowly Jesus, ‘« Wolves in sheep’s 
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clothing,” who bite, and devour one another.| every engine which malice could devise, was 
The narrative of Mr. Parker is anuseful lesson,|set at work; the citizens were individually 


|! and contains a moral, which, to those who have| waited upon at their houses by his clerical 


been in the practice of praising, and (rusting|persecutors, and requested to come forward 
in clergymen, rather than God, will speak and testity against bim; and when told that they 
volumes of wholesome caution, and will, if} knew nothing derogatory to Mr. Parker's cha 


any thing can, wean them from their idolatrous 
worship, and absurd contidence in the creature, 
and turn their attention to the only proper 
object of their religious confidence and adora- 
tion, their Creator, Benefactor and Judge. It 
is our purpose to give a brief view of Mr. 
Parker's case, that an injured man may have 
an opportunity of redress from the candour, 
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racter, or conduct, they were told to fry and 
recollect something that would criminate him 
and urgently pressed to ‘* bear false witness 
against their neighbour.’’ Members of the 
Association publicly boasted of what they 
would do with Mr. Parker on his trial; and 
one of the members on being challenged at 
the trial, as having prejudged the case, solemn- 


and his inquisitorial persecutors a just recom-'ly denied it, and was immediately proved a 


pense from the bar of the public. And we 
cannot but hope, that they, finding themselves 
weighed in the balance of an impartial public, 
and found wanting, will reflect upon their 
improper, and highly criminal, unjustifiable, 
and unchristian conduct; and learning from 
experience, ‘* That the way of the transgressor 
is hard; cease to do evil, and learn to do well.” 
Mr. Parker, at the pressing solicitations of the 
Ellsworth Society, in Sharon, Connecticut, 
became their pastor. In doing which, he 
sacrificed his best prospects, and subjected 
himself to the necessity of teaching a school to 
support his family, his salary being insufficient 
for their support, amounting only to about 
$300. This school was undertaken with the 
consent, and at the instance of his own pressing 
necessities, and the urgent entreaties and 
advice of his parishioners. The clergymen 
who composed the association of Litchfield 
County, of which Mr. Parker was a member, 
not only recommended and approved of the 
measure, but highly commended him for his 
generosity, in assisting his congregation in 
lessening their burden of supporting him. In 
process of time Mr. Parker becoming popular 
as a teacher, and his school lucrative, in conse- 
quence of the number of his scholars rapidly 
increasing, and his remuneration liberal, the 
parents of his pupils being generally wealthy, 
and they receiving the higher branches of 
education, &c. he erected suitable buildings 
for the accommodation of his scholars, and after 
incurring large expenses, in prosecuting a 
business, which the welfare of his congrega- 
tion, his own necessities, and the advice of 
his brethren in the ministry had induced him 
to embark in,—was by them called to an ac- 
count, and criminated for the very conduct, 
which they had advised him to pursue. Mr. 
Parker, about this time, assisted a pretended 
friend with a loan of money, and, in the end, 
was defrauded by him of so considerable a 
part of his property, that his failure was the 
consequence; and in the event, was himself 
imprisoned in default of the payment of a 
orged note; which this friend had manufactur- 
ed. Previous to the happening of this last 
mentioned event, the “‘ North Association of 
Litchfield Co. Connecticut,” called him to an 
account for criminal misconduct; they had pre- 
viously attempted to convict him of improper 
conduct, and had failed in their attempt. Now 





liar, by the mouth of two witnesses. This 
dignified Ecclesiastical tribunal, wonderful to 
relate, professed to act in conformity ‘‘ to the 
laws, and commands of Christ.’”” Mr. Parker 
escaped their vengeance for this time; and 
having brought charges against his persecutors, 
which, if he had been favoured with an 
oppertunity of proving, would have convicted 
them of their infamous conduct, they screened 
themselves, by arbitrarily altering the constitu- 
tion of their Association, and by that means 
escaped punishment. Mr. Parker, being out of 
the State of Connecticut, bis persecuters finally 
availed themselves of this circumstance, well 
knowing that he could not appear in his own 
defence, and receiving the testimony of the 
enemy of Mr. Parker relative to charges, 
which they had previously known were proved 
to be false, and refusing to hear witnesses 
which appeared in favour of Mr. Parker, they 
adjudged him to be a criminal, and robbed 
him of his good name. ‘lo cap the climax of 
this iniquity, Mr. Parker was afew days afte) 
confined in gaol, for not paying a note to a large 
amount, forged by their principal witness! And 
there are now in the City of New-York, depo- 
sitions on oath, of persons of veracity,testifying, 
that this venerable Association of holy clergy 
men, altered their affidavits to suit their own 
purposes. 

We wish the prime movers of this hellish 
transaction, repentance, health, and happs- 
ness,—and we likewise wish, that we had 
language expressive, as their conduct was 
wicked, that our words, ignited with detesta- 
tion of such unchristian conduct, might glow 
with evidence, and flash conviction to then 
guilty consciences. Keader,—the cause of 
truth, is the cause of God. Error,—give it 
what shape or colouring you please, it is the 
work of the devil, the cause of hell! it was 
error which poisoned the fountain from which 
we sprang,—it was error which contaminated 
the cup of human happiness, and its con- 
tinuance is the only prolongation of misery. 
Every man who lifts his hand in favour of a 
dereliction from the mild, meek, and forgiving 
doctrine, established by the Saviour of the 
world, advocates his own destruction, and is 
arrayed against the best interests of the human 
race. We had contemplated detailing particu- 
lars of this iniquitous transaction, but we are 
disgusted with this extra evidence of human 
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depravity. Let charity cast her vail over the 
names of these ouiragers of all that is good in 
principle, or worthy of imitation in practice; 
and let their conduct serve as a beacon to 
others, and a warning to themselves, to shun 
‘envy, that child of hell,’ and ** follow peace 
with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord.’ If our remarks 
should meet the eyes of any of those misguided 
teachers, let them answer to their consciences, 
and their God and Judge, for their conduct; 
we are not their judge, but their reprover,— 
we recommend them to the justice of a mer- 
ciful God, who, we hope, will purge them 
of all their dross, and their crimes,—to the 
detestation of unmerciful men, that they seeing 
the abominable cause, and consequence, of such 
conduct, may tearn to be merciful, and then 
they will learn to be just; for justice and 
mercy are convertible terms. There is, how- 
ever, one idea, whichin particular, we wish to 
communicate to our readers. Who invested 
an Association of clergymen with authority to 
convene themselves as a court, and exercise 
jurisdiction over the reputation of a citizen of 
the United States of America; and to condemn 
and vilify, in the most outrageous manner, the 
character of a MAN ?—Not Christ !—For he 
has commanded, to forgive,—** vengeance is 
mine, | will repay saith the Lord!’ Not the 
government, which God in his good providence 
has placed over us;—for they alone possess 
the right to rule! Has Sataw again entered the 
scene of his former desolation; and delegated 
deception to aid the cause of his kingdom, 
and poison the peace of man? Or has human 
ingenuity, assisted by the depravity which 
emanated from the enemy of God and man, 
leagued in the work of destruction, and volan- 
tarily enlisted under the banner of the king 
of hell ?— 
——— 
COMMUNICATIONS, 


For the Gospel Herald. 


Mr. Eptror,—A_ theological publication, 
open to fair discussion, which will give to 
every party of professing Christians an oppor- 
tunity te support, according to their ability, 
their own particular tenets, and at the same 
time te expose the errors of others, is indeed 
a new thing in the world. It is one evidence 
amongst many, that party spirit and bigotry 
are on the decline. And | can say, with all 
my heart, that I wish them a speedy downfal. 
And I hope that you may be an instrament in 
the hand of the Lord to expose error, and make 
known the truth as it is in Christ Jesus.—I am 
fully convinced, that a great and radical change 
in point of doctrine must take place in the 
religious world. For though many pious and 
good people may be found amongst all denomi- 
nations, it cannot be their creeds which make 
them so; inasmuch, as they have given their 
assent to opinions which are not only prepos- 
terous in the extreme, but oftentimes very 
injurious. Of the common systems of religion, 
there are none without their absurdities and 
falsities. But in this respect, those who are 
denominated Calvinists, far outstretch all the 
rest. Itis my design in this paper to take no- 
tice of the leading errors of the present day; 
of course Calvinism will be more particularly 
portrayed, as it seems to be the focal point, 
where almost all absurdities and false doctrines 
meet. The principal subjects on which | shall 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


treat, are the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
the doctrine of the Atonement, as commonly 
understood and explained. Also predestina- 
tion, salvation by faith alone, imputation of 
Christ’s righteousness,—continual interces- 
sion,—and the destruction of the world by 
fire, &c..-These subjects, as they are gene- 
rally advanced, are so totally inconsistent with 

ason and even common sense, that they 
have driven thousands into infidelity, and many 
te distraction. But there is reason to hope 
that the day is fast approaching, when these 
errors and absurdities will vanish like the 
shades of night before the morning sun. In- 
deed, many at this day who profess to believe 
them, are ashamed to acknowledge it; and 
others, who give their assent in the aggregate, 
deny them in detail. And it may certainly be 
considered a favourable symptom, that many, 
even of the clergy, are becoming more mild 
on these subjects than formerly, and very 
seldom touch upon them in their pulpits; and 


bled to give verbatim as he uttered tt. “ To 
be candid with you, I cannot do it. I have 
never read the author, nor conversed wit! 
any man, who could explain them to my satis 
faction. But! do believe, that there is such a 
thing as true religion; | feel it here, (said he, 
laying his hand upon his breast:) I believe the 
Bible is the word of God, and given by divine 
inspiration, but I believe also, that it is very 
little understood. In my preaching, I seldom 
touch on these subjects, but endeavour as far 
as in me lies, to make my congregation good 
practical Christians. And whenever any of 
them request information on these difficult 
points, | am well aware, that it might be very 
|injurious to tell them, that I am myselfat a loss, 
and therefore endeavour to give them the best 
explanation in my power, and though they 
are satisfied, I am not.”’ 

I cannot avoid constrasting this extraordina- 
ry instance of humility and goodness, with the 
treatment I received some years ago, from a 





‘certain Calvinistic 











others, whose feelings would incline them to! preacher of this city, who 
it, refrain from it through fear of giving of-| demanded my unqualified credence to his opi- 
fence to their congregations. There seems nions, and when | replied, that I had ne objec- 
to be a spirit of inquiry springing up in the tions to giving my assent as soon as | should be 
world, and the chains which have bound down convinced they were true, and also further 
the human race in a kind of mental slavery, ' added, that my belief was not at my option, for 
are beginning to break, and many of the laity|1 was obliged to be governed by the weight of 
are disposed to examine and judge for them-|evidence,—he then concluded the conversation 
selves, and no longer pin their faith on the by the following characteristic remark. ‘ Per- 
parson’s sleeve. And so fast as this shall be, haps you will be in hell: before you obtain this 
the case, the above-mentioned doctrines as evidence.” 

commonly understood must lose ground, for| I shall now proceed to the main object in 
they have neither reason or Scripture to sup-| view, which is, to point out the prevailing 
port them. Of this, their zealous supporters errors of the present day; after which, I shall] 
seem in some measure to be aware, although endeavour to show, how these diilicult points 
they will not acknowledge it, for they demand ought to be understood and explained, and sup- 
a blind assent,—talk much of salvation by faith port my arguments from Scripture and reaon. 
alone,—of the total insufficiency of human) And first, then, I shall notice their errors, by 
reason.—of the incomprehensible mysteries| beginning with the doctrine of the Trinity 
of religion, and declare, that these dogmas are| We are gravely told by our spiritual teachers, 
revealed in the word of God, although human that there are three persons in the Godhead, 
reason cannot comprehend them, and threaten' each of whom is a full, complete and infinite 
with eternal misery all who dare call them in God of himself, and yet, strange to add, all 
question. But others, more mild, more wise,| these, when united, make only one such. We 
more charitable, less bigoted, less selfish, and/are told further, that these three persons, are 
less ill-natured, admit the difficulties attendant distinct and separate, and yet of one undivided 





on these subjects. And while they deplore;essence. The second person, they call the 


the weakness and frailty of human nature, they 
recommend more particularly such things as 
are plain and practical, and at the same time, 
by their piety, charity, and good lives, do much 
for the cause of religion, and prove them- 
selves to be the faithful servants of the Lord. 
{ remember a remarkable instance of candour 
in a clergyman, on these subjects, and for 
which | shall ever respect his memory. It 
was the late Rev. Cotton Mather Smith, of 
Litchtield County, Connecticut. One of the 
best men, best preachers, which this country, 
or indeed any other, could ever boast. Ina 
conversation with him many years ago, I stated 
to him the difficulties, and trouble of mind 
which I experienced in consequence of the in- 
comprehensibility orincongruity of the doctrines 
of the Trinity, Atonement, Predestination, &c. 
and begged of him to explain them to me. 1 
shall never forget his answer. He assumed no 
authority ,—he demanded no blind assent,— he 
made no attempt to overpower me by noisy 
and unmeaning arguments. But with all the 
mildaess and humility of a true and faithful 
servant of his blessed Lord and Master, he 
made the following reply, which from the 





deep impression it made on my mind, I am ena- 


Son; and at the same time tell us he was begot- 
ten from eternity. He must, therefore, of 
course, be as old as his Father. They also 
declare, that these three persons are equal in 
power and glory. But I never could discover 
any thing like equality amongst the three 
persons, in any of the sectarian schemes of salva- 
tion. The Father always appears to be su- 
preme, and the other two completely subser- 
vient. Indeed the difference seems as great, 
as between an earthly master and his servants. 
The great and important doctrine of the Atone- 
ment, is equally misunderstood and misrepre- 
sented. We are told that it was impossible 
for divinity to overlook sin,without satisfaction. 
Divine justice, they say, required this. They 
also give us to understand, that this divinity is 
divided into three equal portions, one of which, 
belongs to each of their three persons in the 
Godhead. According to this plan, therefore, 
but only one third part of the divinity, after 
all, received any satisfaction, for they say, the 
Son suffered and died to satisfy the justice of 
the Father; thus it follows, that the Son, who 
is equally entitled to satisfaction with the 
j Peter having in himself an equal portion of 
ithe divinity, gives up all his title to it, although 
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it was impossible for divinity to forgive sin 
without previous satisfaction, and he goes 
still further, and makes this satisfaction to 
the Father. And the third person, though 
equal to either of the others, seems to be 
entirely forgotten, and has nothing either to 
say, or do, in the whole concern. They also 
tell us much of the wonderful mercy of the 
Father, in forgiving sinful mao, although he 
had refused to do it until he had received full 
satisfaction, or in other words, until the debt 
was eatirely cancelled. If a man on receiy- 
ing the full payment of a debt, should give a 
receipt in full,could we consider it an astonish- 
ing instance of mercy or kindness? Should we 
not rather say, as an honest man, he could do 
no less? And what should we say of a mere 
man, who could receive satisfaction from the 
sufferings of the innocent, because he was of- 
fended with the guilty ? One, who would have 
an innocent son put to death, because some- 
body else had injured or insulted him? Should 
we not call such a man a monster,—a devil ’ 
And shall we dare to say, that a great, a holy 
God, has done this? One, whois all love, and 
all goodness?—I shudder at the idea, yet,horri- 
ble as it is, almost all the prevailing systems of 
religion of the present day, cast this indignity 
upon him. But methinks I hear him say, 
with the same unparalleled kindness and 
compassion, as he did when he was crucified 
before, * Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” It seems that our con- 
trivers of religious systems or bodies of divini- 
ty as they are called, though, by the bye, they 
are very opake bodies, and having intervened 
between the true light, or Sun of heaven and 
man, and for many centuries past, occasioned a 
total eclipse, and thereby buried the human 
race in thick darkness; I say, it seems that 
these system makers had an idea, that God was 
manifested in the flesh, or that Christ came 
into the world, in some way or other to effect 
the salvation of man, and in order to account 
for it, they have hit upon the plan above men- 
tioned, and it was indeed very unfortunate, 
for one more absurd,—more inconsistent, or 
farther from the truth, could not possibly be 
conceived of. But they do not stop here. 
They have not yet sufficiently disgraced the 
character of Deity, and therefore,they proceed 
to inform us that he has from eternity fore- 
ordained whatsoever came to pass. That he 
has fixed and decreed every action, of every 


‘|here mean? Is it, that by far the greatest part 





individual, whether good or evil. This is 
certainly making God the author of sin, and| 
also a being that delights in the misery, and| 
everlasting misery too, of his creatures, for 
he created the most of them, according to this 
plan, for no other purpose, but that he might 
have the satisfaction of punishing them to all 
eternity,for no other reason,but their doing his 
will, or what is the same thing, what he had 
predeterminec they should do. 


THEODORE. 
(To be Continued.) 


——< >— 


For the Gospel Herald. 


Mr. Eprror,—Having noticed the religious 
spirit of the age in favour of foreign missions, 
I was induced to read Mr. M‘Clelland’s an- 
niversary sermon, delivered in April last; 
and, believing there is much more zeal than 





knowledge on the subject, am disposed to 
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make a few observations on this celebrated 


production. Page 5th, the Author says, ‘‘An 
extraordinary and unparalleled excitement 
prevails through Christendom, characterized by 
an earnest zeal for the advancement of true 
religion, both at home and abroad; but more 
especially, by an irrepressible ardour of desire 
of evangelizing the heathen,” &c. Now I ac- 
knowledge, that this appears to be the spirit 
of the age; and that spirit which the preacher 
approves of; and as Calvin, Hopkins, and 
Arminius, have their missionaries, who are en- 
deavouring to evangelize the heathen, /wish him 
to state, which the heathen must believe, to make 
him truly religious; or whether it is necessary 
to believe all these; and I do think him bound to 
give an answer, when we find him saying, page 
6th, ‘* Like Aaron’s rod, it swallows up every 
thing that comes in competition with it; tri- 
umphing over the love of self, the love of 
ease, the love of sect,—for surely, such zeal, 
if not guided by wisdom, may be productive 
of much evil. Page 9th, ‘* And from the pres- 
sure of that fatal curse, which for six thousand 
years has rested on by far the greatest part of 
this habitable globe.” What does the preacher 


of mankind who have lived for six thousand 
years, are to be eternally damned by a God of 
love, in whom there is no change, because his 
creatures have not believed in Calvin, Hopkins, 
and Arminius? and does he, or do they, who 
are engaged in the same cause, think, that 
when they have converted the poor Indians 
to their faith, it will be gospel, or good news 
to them? For my part, | think not; as no one 
whose feelings are not destroyed by such a 
religion, can bear the thought for a moment. 
Page 11th, where he is encouraging the 
spirit of the age, he says, that some portion of 
this evil is essential in all departments, to vigo- 
rous and successful exertion. Now | confess, | 
do not know what is: meant, if it is not en- 
couraging people to do evil, that good may be 
the result; which is in direct opposition to the 
testimony of the Scriptures. Again, page 12th, 
* The wise observer, will find no difficulty in 
conniving at the sin, of even extravagant hopes 
and anticipations.”’ And is it really come to 
this, that they, who would be called the mes- 
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so making peace; and that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body on the cross, having 
slain the enmity thereby ,and came and preached 
peace,”” &c. This is the gospel of God,—and 
is glad tidings to those who believe it; but it 
never can be good news to any man, to tell him 
he must make his peace with his Maker, or be 
eternally lost. 1 am clearly of opinion, that if 
the preacher, and those who are so zealously 
engaged in foreign missions, were acquaint. 
ed with the gospel God preached to Abraham, 
saying, ‘* In thy seed, Christ, all the nations 
and families of the earth shall be blessed;"’ 
they would find employment enough in the 
circle in which they move, without compassing 
sea and land, to make converts to Calvin 
Hopkins, or Arminius. If in any thing I have 
misrepresented the preacher, I hope Ae will 
point it out. 
A Frienp to Trurn 
—_—age 
SOUND DOCTRINE. 


The following quotation from the 89th Psalm 
although it contradicts the fashionable religion 
of the day, and gives the lie direct, to our stick 
lers for endless misery, who pronounce the 
words fire and brimstone, hell and damnation, 
ten times, where they speak the word salvation 
once; still we think the doctrine contained in 
this Psalm, of more consequence,and of greater 
validity, and entitled to greater credit, than 
the asseverations of all the divines, from the 
creation of the world, to the present day. ‘I 
will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever;* 
with my mouth will I make known thy faith/ul- 
ness to all generations. For | have said, mercy 
shall be built up for ever; thy faithfulness shalt 
thou establish in the very heavens.” And again, 
speaking of ¢ransgression,—* If his children 
forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments: 
If they break my statutes, and keep not my com 
mandments; then will I visit their transgression 
with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes 
Nevertheless, my loving kindness will I not utter- 
ly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to 
fail.” Reader, what kind of reception would 
a preacher be greeied with, who should pre- 
sume to preach this merciful doctrine in the 





sengers of the God of truth, are encouraging | 
deception to further his cause, when a wise! 


pulpits at thisday ? What! forsake the law of 
God,depart from his judgments break his statutes, 
not keep his commandments, and notwithstanding 


man would not desire to be successful on such| 17) this, be saved ? Shocking ! Why the prophet 


terms? Page 14th, he says, their object is the 
‘glory of God, and the salvation of eight 
hundred millions of their brethren.” This is 
truly a grand and benevolent object; yet | 
think the preacher's anticipations exceed any 
thing | have ever heard from a Calvinist; for 
as far as 1 can judge, by their calculations, that 
number exceeds all that have been saved, from 
the beginning of time to the present day. | 
can scarcely look at a page of this sermon, that! 
I do not see abundance of geal, without any 
knowledge of the gospel,—for in page 28th, | 
he says, ‘* The Bible tells us what we must do, 
to secure the favour of an offended Deity.”’ 
Whereas, we are there clearly taught, that we, 
are tncapable of doing any thing, and that God| 
hath given us life, in Christ Jesus. The! 
preaching of the apostle was, that peace was| 
made, not to be made, by the blood of the cross; 
see Ephesians, 2d chap. 15th verse, &c. ** Hav 

ing abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances,} 
for to make in himself of twain, one new man,| 





; 
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might as well have preached that /icentious doe- 
trine of Universal salvation at once. We think 
so too. And more,—if there is any criminality 
attached to the preaching of the doctrine, of 
the unconditional salvation of all men, we think 
that not only David is gwilty, but all the pro- 
phets and apustics, and even, but with reverence 
be it spoken, the Creator himself, 

¢ Note. Aclergyman recently in this Cily, was severe 
ly re primanded by a brother clergyman, for singing, or 
speaking of the mercies of the Lord, for only thirty 
minutes. Quere. How would the prophet have fared, 
had this iaguisitor, heard him declare, that “he would 
ing of the mercy of the Lord for ever 7” 
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A Question for Calvinists to Answer! 


Paul, in his 2d Epistle to Cor. 4th chap. 19th 
verse, declared, ‘* That God was in Christ, 
reconciling the WOKLD unto himself, not im- 
puting their trespesses unto them.’ And Cal 
vinists declare, that the ELECT are not of 
the WORLD,—we therefore ask them, whe 





er indian thet td << Poy ee ee eee |S s 


ab 


ther their elect have any part or lot in this 
matter ? 

Note. An answer to the above, from any of 
the disciples of Calvin, in our ** Good City of 
New-York,’ would be received with grati- 
tude! 
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“ A soft answer,” says Solomon, “turneth away 
wrath ;” and were this short, but important saying, 
always borne in mind with how much more ease, 
should we progress through life ? Those, Sir, who 
profess to ier the doctrines which are maintain- 
ed in your paper, have much of the wrath of man 
to contend with in their intercourse with those, 
who are generally termed Christians; and that too, 
of the bitterest kind ; and I have frequently been 
pained to observe, that wrath has been met with 
wrath; “ The servant of the Lord should not strive.” 
In all our Saviour’s intercourse with men, we do not 
find a single instance recorded, of his having return- 
ed an angry reply to the many cutting Sarcasms, 
which were levelled at him by the malignity of his 
persecutors ; true, they were frequently reproved, 
but it was invariably in a spirit of mildness and 
moderation; he knew, ard felt at all times, that 
they were beloved of their Father in heaven; and 
in the darkness which enveloped their understand- 
ings, and stimulated them to their misdeeds, he saw 
an important — of prophecy fulfilled. Would 
it not be much better, then, for those who profess to 
be followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, who, 
“ when he was reviled, reviled not again,” instead of 
opposing an angry spirit, to the rancour of a reli- 
gious adversary, “ to give a reason for the hope that 
1s in them, with meckness and fear ?”—would it not 
be better to bear in mind, that it is ignorance of the 
character of God, and the relation in which all 
the children of Adam stand to him, which causes 
their enmity ? Let them also remember, that there 
is nothing in themselves, which can in any degree 
render them more acceptable in the sight of God, 
than their brethren, who still remain in darkness, 
but, through the pure goodness and mercy of God, 
and for purposes known only to himself, they are 
brought out of darkness into his marvellous light,— 
have been made to see that his name and his nature 
is LOVE. Let them remember,that their unenlight- 
ened brethren have as deep an interest in the aton- 
ing sacrifice of the Saviour of the world, though 
ignorant of it, as they who behold its rep and 
rejoice in it with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
It is by no means surprising, that your opponents 
should manifest a spirit of hatred toward you; it 
is the natural consequence of their opinions of the 
character of God. How can tiey be blamed for 
not loving those, whom they suppose their Creator 
hates, and will consign to misery, inexpressible in 
its nature, and endless in its duration ?—viewing 
themselves as the favourites of heaven, to the 
exclusion of nine-tenths of their brethren, they 
naturally feel themselves exalted, and are disposed 
to say, with all the importance of the self-righteous 
Pharisee,—“ Stand by, for I am holier than thou.” 
But how the man who sees God as the Father of 
all, a Father, good even to his rebellious, unthankful 
children,—and Jesus Christ the Saviour of all,—a 
Saviour, who even for his bitterest foes could say, 
* Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do,” can feel any sentiment, but that of love for his 
benighted brethren, seems astonishing ; and cannot 
be accounted for in any other way, than that these 
truths, so eminently consoling, du not at the time 
rest with a due influence upon his mind. It is of 
the greatest importance, that he be vigilant to keep 
them constantly in view, lest him, who is weak in 
the faith, and has but just “ tasted that the Lord 
is gracious,” be made to stumble at his inconsistent 
walk, and feel his ardour damped, when he sees 
how small the effect they have upon the conduct of 
him, who professes fully to believe them. In main- 
taining these truths, let him be mild, but firm,—the 
language of severity is more calculated to alarm the 
prejudices, than to lead to serious, and impartial 
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investigation ; and when once prejudice is alarmed, 
farewell all hope of a reformation of sentiment ;— 
but when by a mild chain of reasoning, the inconsis- 
tency of the doctrines taught in the world, are 
exposed to view, in all their native deformity, and 
their professors are led to see that there are imper- 
fections, and feel a wish to investigate the subject 
impartially, it may be fairly calculated, that the 
result will be good; because a wish to discover 
what the truth is, will, in this latter case, prompt 
the investigation. In the spirit of meekness, then, 
and brotherly love, let the believer in this glorious 
truth, “ that God is the Saviour of all men, specially 
of them that believe,” conduct all controversies in 
which he may be engaged. God, his heavenly Fa- 
ther, sees him; reads his every thought; and knows 
the secret spring which sets his faculties inmotion. 
If the spirit of love predominates, great will be the 
enjoyment,—and even if his efforts fail of their 
desired effect, he will rest satisfied, knowing, that he 
has done his duty ; and knowing also, that the due 
time has not yet arrived, when the sufficiency of the 
ransom shall be testified to, and the darkness con- 
sequently dissipated, in the mind of his brother. 
Thus will he run with patience the iace set before 
him, in the full assurance, that in due time if he 
faint not, he will reap an ample reward. Controver- 
cies are too often engaged in, and carried on, more 
for the sake of obtaining the vietory, than for the 
discovery of truth. Hew unworthy the motive,— 
and how much more so,when religion is the subject; 
and the great end and aim of our existence, are the 
points involved in the dispute. It appears, as if 
seme such motive is uppermost, even when men 
suppose they have the good of souls most at heart, 
so liable are we to be deceived,—and as pretty con- 
clusive proof of this, may be adduced the frequent 
angry expressions we hear made use of in theo- 
logical controversies. “The wrath of man, work- 
eth not the righteousness of God.” That spi- 
rit, which in the breast of man, produces a wish 
that he may discover the truth, or make it manifest 
to others, is a spirit of love; consequently like God, 
and will, therefore, work the righteousness of Goe. 
Make this the touchstone, whereby our motives 
may be tried,—and as long as they abide the test, 
we may proceed in safety, with mildness and firm- 
ness; but the moment they recede from a test so 
pure, let us desist,—for we may rest assured, that 
sooner or later, if we proceed, we shall receive in 
our own bosoms the recompense such a misdeed 
will merit. 
Amicus. 
—>>—_ 


Orthodoxy in Miniature. 


The Rev. Nathan Strong, pastor of a presbyterian 
chureh, in Hartford, Connecticut, in his work, enti- 
tled “ The doctrine of ETERNAL MISERY, reconcila- 
ble with the infinite benevolence of God,” has the 
following positions, and premises, &c. “It appears 
that the following things are true concerning 
lence,—first, that it is a love of the greatest quantit 
of happiness. Secondly, that it is consistent wit 
the existence of misery, and with being the instru- 
ment of executing it. Thirdly,—it has regard to the 
greatest quantity of happiness in society, end not to 
the happiness of every individual. The Aappiness 
of every individual, and the greatest hapmness of 
the whole,~—are considerations ENTIREL SEPA- 
RATE!!!” Reader, itis possible that your cu- 
riosity may be anticipated, by informing you, that 
the promulgator Of the above, indescribable logic, 
was out of dedlam at the time he wrote it. The 
Apostle Paul said, “ Prove all things, hold fast that, 
which is good.” We shall take Paul’s advice, and 
prove the above Calvinistic logic. Christ has 
given us arule, by which we can easily prove these 
things; namely,—* Love your neighbour, as 
yourself.” The Rev. Mr. Strong, says, “ Benevo 
lence is consistent with the existence of misery, and 
with being the instrument of executing it.” I wish 
to express my love to my neighbour,—I will there- 
fore manifest it in the benevolence of my conduct 
toward him.—I will burn his house to the ground,— 
break his legs,—and if that does not make him 





maserable, L will break his heart if 1 can,—and ali 
who oppose me, to use the words of Mr. Strong, 
“Are opposing the hest,—the greatest,—and the 
eternal interest of God and his kingdom ;” and asa 
Hecessary Consequence, are subserving the cause oj 
the devil! Would Mr. Strong like to have me prac- 
tise his benevolence on himself? If not, it is not the 
benevolence Christ taught; for if “we loved our 
neighbour as ourself,” we should not do to him, 
that, which we would be unwilling to have done to 
ourselves. The man who would make his neigh 

bour miserable, is not benevolent. There is one 
position, which ean never be controverted. It is 
this,—misery and happiness are the two greatest 
extremes,—and if the glory of God consisted in 
the eternal misery of any part of mankind, the 
glory of the devil must, as a necessary consequence 
consist in their happiness,—or else, the glory of 
God, and the glory of the devil, would consist in 
the same thing. Orthodox civines have been try- 
ing for many years, to prove, that mankind could 
not possibly be happy without being miserable. 
They finally were enraptured with this miserable 
happiness, to that degree, that they pretended to 
believe, that if every individual of the human race 
was happy, they would be so miserable, that it would 
pain a benevolent mind to think of their dreadful 
situation for a moment! This was indeed a trying 
situation to be in,—their benevolence devised a plan 
to ertricate the Universe from this miserable condi- 
tion,—the tormenting nine, out of ten, of all man- 
kind, would add to the happiness of the whole,—and 
these wonderful contrivers have expressed a wish to 
enjoy the happiness of being roasted with fire and 
brimstone, though to do them justice, they were very 
careful afterwards, to pray heartily that they might 
be indulged with the permission of escaping from 
this exquisite enjoyment! Is it not passing strange, 
that the Rev. Mr. Strong should pray to God, to 
treat him in a manner, which should be inconsistent 
with benevolence? And is it not strange, that be- 
nevolence can be consistent with endless misery, 
and at the same time consistent with its reverse ? 
Heaven be praised, this abominable and impious 
doctrine is exposed to the execration it so justly 
merits. ‘The delusions, which has been practised 
by the adversary and enemy of God and man, are 
fast varging to the shades of eternal oblivion; and 
the glorious benevolence and salvation of the God 
and Father of all mankind, shining upon the under- 
standings and rejoicing the hearts of men. May 
the grace, or favour of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with us all; and may we be delivered from the 
exercise of Calvinistic benevolence,—alias,—mise- 
ry;—and be blessed with individual misery,—alias 
happiness. May the dreadful period soon arrive, 
when every individual of the human race, in the 
wide universe, shall be happy; and the exercise of 
Calvinistic benevolence be discarded from even 
hell itself, as disgraceful, unreasonable, and misera- 
bly wicked. 
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To Correspondents. 


All Communications forwarded to the Editor per maii, to be 
published in this paper, must be “‘ post paid.” City corres- 
pondents are informed, that a letter-box is placed at the en- 
trance of the office of the Gospel! Herald, 93 Goid-Street, for 
the reception of their communications: 

Philotheus in our next. Cicilia is received, and shal! 
be published, and her request complied with in our next 
number, &c. 

—_—»_—- 


NOTICE. 


*,* Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re 
spectfully requested to call at No. 454, Pearl. Street, where @ 
subscription is open, and where they can obtain the Nuapbers 
from the first. 
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